






































THE BOMB, HALLAN — 
WHERE IS IT? THE ONE YOU 
PLANTED NEAR A SCHOOL. 
LIKE THE ONE WHICH WENT 

OFF SIX MONTHS AGO. 

WHERE IS IT? y= 


ምሽ THE OUTER REACHES OF THE GALAXY, BUT HUMAN 
‘GREED AND HATRED REMAINED. IT HAD TO BE DEALT 
WITH BY MEN LIKE CARTER, A SENIOR LAW 


НЕ WAS A MANDROID, PART HUMAN, PART MACHINE! 


Πα 





, წ - 


LE) 2 S 
HALLAN HAD BEEN SETTING OFF 80M85 IN A BID TO 
HOLD THE CITY TO RANSOM — UNTIL CARTER TRACKED HIM DOWN. 




















WHAT WERE YOU DOING WITH 
THAT SUSPECT, CARTER? I TOOK HIM ON THE ROOF 


| 4 1” FOR SOME FRESH AIR. 





N 


THERE'S NO NEED FOR YOUR 
CRUDE AND BARBARIC METHODS. 
HAVE TRUTH SENSORS! у- 
一 ΟΚΑΥΜΕΤΑΙ ΜΑΝΙΙΝΕ. 


= / 
ASSIGNED А FELLOW OFFICER 


ңы. TO WORK WITH YOU. IT'S THE 
AND HOW LONG DO THEY TAKE? BY [2 LATEST POLICY FROM 
THE TIME THOSE CURSED FEDERATION ADMINISTRATION. 
MACHINES DECIDED WHAT WAS FROM NO! LL 
TRUE AND WHAT WASN'T, Å WHOLE INVESTIGATORS WILL WORK IN 
LOT OF KIDS WOULD HAVE BEEN ብ TEAMS — YOU INCLUDED! 
ጃ COSMIC DUST. τῇ iY THAT'S ALL CARTER. DISMISS! 





UNKNOWN TO CARTER, PROBLEMS WERE BUILDING UP FOR THE FUTURE. ON CEROS, LIGHT YEARS 
AWAY, THERE WAS ჩ HEAVILY GUARDED COMPLEX. SHROUDED IN SECRECY IT "5 ‘SITUATED IN A 
DESERT REGION SOME DISTANCE FROM THE NEAREST COLONY . 


THIS WAS THE MAIN RESEARCH LABORATORY OF RYKER INDUSTRIES. AND THE HOME OF CARL 
RYKER — А RICH AND POWERFUL MAN WHO HAD BECOME A VIRTUAL RECLUSE. 





ყე BUT.MR RYKER — YOU CAN'T 
PROCEED WITH THIS EXPERIMENT! 
IT'S TOO DANGEROUS. 


BUT WE MUST PROCEED. 
|( YOUR ORDERS ARE TO FINISH 
THE EXPERIMENT. SEE TO IT 








| TO RUIN MY CAREER AND 
SEE I NEVER WORK IN 
ANOTHER LABORATORY 
AGAIN. 


HE'LL TRY TO STOP ME 
I GANT . . IT IS MORALLY WRONG! - 
፳፳ቋ INTEND ТО MAKE А FULL REPORT, MAS FRIENDS IN HIGH е 
PROJECT TERMINUS PLACES. HE MAY EVEN TRY 
COMMISSION. 


YOU'RE A BRILLIANT 
INEBIOLOGIST, TAYLOR. IT'S JUST 
А РПУ YOU HAVE ТОО MANY 


SCRUPLES. GO! 





[ TAYLOR LEFT RYKER'S OFFICE — Å WORRIED MAN. ] 





RYKER DIDN'T INTEND RUINING TAYLOR'S REER. 


ቐሐ THIS! IT'S ME— TAYLOR! I 
қ CREATED vou! 





7... JUST ENDING ITT 


THE FOLLOWING DAY, IN DEEP SPACE, THE NORTH STAR, Å MEDIUM RANGE CARGO 
SHIP, PICKED UP SOMETHING ON THE SCANNERS . 


А MERE PEBBLE, COMPUTER. 
THAT THING WON'T EVEN DENT 
‘OUR HULL. 


MAIN BULKHEAD HAS 
BEEN BREACHED! LIFE 
SUPPORT SYSTEM 
FAILURE IMMINENT! 


A SUBSTANCE CONFORMING 
ΤΟ AN ORGANIC LIFE FORM (5 
GATING INTO THE 








MEANWHILE, FAR, FAR AWAY CARTER WAS ON 
HIS FIRST CASE WITH HIS NEW PARTNER— 2 





THE CROOKS DECIDED TO FIGHT IT OUT — IT 
SEEMED A BETTER ALTERNATIVE THAN 15 YEARS 
ON A PENAL PLANETI ἃ 


CARTER TOOK Α PHOTON BOLT IN THE 
CHEST — RIGHT ON HIS PERMFLEX BODY P” 








IIS MAY TAKE A LITTLE LONGER THAN Mj 
By I THOUGHT! AND WHERE IN HADES (5 


THAT PARTNER OF MINE? 








г; 
- (ARE YOU ALL 
RIGHT, == 


NO THANKS TO YOU, DOLAN. 
WHAT KEPT YOU? ж-ға 
сў 


I WAS COVERING THE ONLY AVENUE 
OF ESCAPE, LIKE THEY TAUGHT US 
THE COMBAT 


TERRIFIC! SOMEBODY | ISTRYING TO 
ს BARBECUE MY RIBS AND YOU'RE 
κ PLAYING SCHOOL GAMES. 





I WASN'T PLAYING, SIR... . I TAKE 
MY JOB VERY SERIOUSLY. 


IN THAT CASE... 
DO WHAT I TELL YOU TO DO! 
E HEEL z” 


THEY DROVE TO THE 
ISPACEPORT AFTER WRITING 
ΤΗΕ REPORT ON THEIR 
PRISONERS. 


А MESSAGE CAME THROUGH 

ABOUT AN HOUR AGO — CODE 

PÅ EMERGENCY RED-ALPHA. OUR 

|” MERCHANT SPACE FLEET ARE 

MISSING ONE CARGO SHIP. AND IT 
WAS THE MAYDAY MESSAGE IT TAKES Ё 

ም — THAT REALLY СОТ THEM PERHAPS THE COMPUTER THAT 
WORRIED. WHAT DO YOU MAKE SENT IT WAS MALFUNGTIONING. 
ОРТ 





THE OBJECT WHICH ATTACKED THE “NORTH STAR” HAD 
BEEN TRACKED TO A SMALL PLANET IN THE CASSIOPEIA 
[ee atai ALRISHAN, AND WHEN THEY ARRIVED 


THE PLACE LOOKS DESERTED, SIR. 
NO WONDER WE онт ΟΟΝΤΑΟΤ, 





HOLD IT — WE'RE. 
FEDERAL POLICE OFFICERS! 


| I DON’T THINK THEY'RE TAKING ANY 
NOTICE, SIR! 





(CARTER AND DOLAN FIRED AT THE GROUND IN . 7. ( WHATS THE MATTER WITH THOSE 


АН ATTEMPT TO STOP THE MOB. PEOPLE? I KNOW POLICEMEN 
። p ` 


if 








Z (ALIENS? ou! 
TO GET TO THE POLICE 
2109 


KILL THE 
INVADERS! 











THE COLONY POLICE ACTED AS THOUGH СА: 
ҮМ CARTER — THIS IS INVESTIGATOR 
THEY HADNT HEARD A THING. DOLAN. YOU'VE GOT A FULL SCALE RIOT 
UT THI J 


WE NEED A LINE TO FEDERATION 
SECURITY HEADQUARTERS. WHERE'S 
YOUR COMMUNICATIONS ROOM? gy 





CARTER FIRED A SPLIT SECOND LATER — HIS Б 
PHOTON BOLT HITTING THE COMPUTER! Pa 
= 


ж. 





År OUT WHAT'S GOING ON. SO LET'S 
DROP THOSE CLUBS AND TALK 
ABOUT IT. NOTHING IS EVER GAINED 
BY VIOLENCE. 





WHEN YOUR ARM IS MADE OF TUNGSTEN 
HARDENED METAL, YOU CAN DO TRICKS LIKE 
ხლ THIS. 





CARTER HAD “BORROWED” A POLICE VEHICLE. 
; I 


WE'LL USE THE EMERGENCY 
SPACE FREQUENCY AND 


SPECIAL COMBAT TEAM TO 
CLEAR THIS PLAGE OUT. ARE YOU 


LI 











YOU SHOULD HAVE PUT YOUR. 


PISTOL ON LOW POWER AND I THOUGHT I COULD TALK TO THEM, 
STUNNED THOSE MEN. IT WOULD SIA, TO GET A PSYCHOLOGICAL 
HAVE SAVED YOU A LOT OF ASSESSMENT OF THEIR MENTAL 

= ‘TROUBLE. TATE. 


— SATE. 











AS CARTER AND DOLAN MADE THEIR 00000 
ESCAPE FROM ALRISHAN, BACK ON 
CEROS. 


SS, M 


ЖАҚ YOU FIND US UNPLEASANT TO 
LOOK AT, MR RYKER? 


WELL, YOU'RE NO OIL. 
PAINTING BUT I'LL GET 
USED TO YOU. THE TWO 
SPORES WE SENT OUT 

WERE SUCCESSFUL. YOU 
‘SAW THE DATA? 


YES! HOWEVER CARTER SEEMS 
TO HAVE BEEN LUCKY. 


CARTER IS A MANDROID. EVEN 
SOME OF HIS BRAIN CELLS ARE 
BIO-ELECTRONIC. WHICH MAKES 


CARTER IS A SURVIVOR. YOU HIM BOT GLER AND 


WOULD HAVE SEEN THAT HAD ጊ NG 
YOU CHECKED THE FEDERAL Е—3 — 
‘SECURITY DATA BANKS. 


ALL PEOPLE! WE TOO ARE 
SURVIVORS. WE'VE SURVIVED Й 
BILLIONS OF YEARS— AND 
NOW OUR INTELLECT HAS 
REACHED YOUR LEVEL. WE 
САМ DEAL WITH CARTER 
ANOTHER TIME. 











А VIRUS — HENCE YOUR ҮЗ 
PROTECTIVE SUITS. IT'S NOT IN THE 
ATMOSPHERE, BUT TRANSMITTED 
BY THE INFEGTED VICTIM HIMSELF. 

1 WE'RE WORKING ON A VACCINE. 


І BETTER FIND IT QUICK BEFORE rr Ñ 
SPREADS AND WE ALL START 
SEEING THINGS THAT AREN'T THERE. 
HOWEVER, IT'S NOW A MEDICAL 
PROBLEM. SO IT'S OUT OF OUR 
HANDS. 





FVE BEEN HACKING > JUST LISTEN — THE MAN ISA 
AWAY ON THE ‘SCIENTIST — А DOCTOR 
COMPUTER, AND TAYLOR. HE WORKS FOR RYKER 
HERE'S A MISSING INDUSTRIES AND HIS JOB IS 
PERSON REPORT. THE CLASSIFIED. | JUST THOUGHT 
MAN'S WIFE Å THERE MIGHT BEA 
CONTACTED ~ 27 CONNECTION. 
TERS THREE በ 


ATE A CARGO SHIP, AND NOW YOU TELL 
ME ABOUT SOME GUY THAT HASN'T COME 
JET HOME. DON'T WASTE MY TIME! 





OKAY, DOLAN. THERE MIGHT BE А AS CARTER AND DOLAN HEADED FOR RYKER 
үн CONNECTION, BUT IE YOUR. с INDUSTRIES, AT AN ORDNANCE FACTORY ON 
YOU BACK AT COLLEGE SWEEPING საცხს ER 


ANO 
77-4 ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE. SOMEHOW, 
ΠΗ͂ 
(АМК YOU, SII 


S 로 SOMETHING HAD EVADED THE ALARM 
Å А MEZ В SYSTEMS GUARDING THE BUILDING AND 
I TH, ін! Қ ENTERED — SOMETHING DEADLY... 
> ^ 


SOME FORM OF ALIEN LIFE, BY THE 
LOOK OF IT! WE'D BETTER SEND 
OUT A FULL SCALE ALERT! IN THE 
MEANTIME LET'S SEE HOW THEY 
LIKE OUR PHOTON BLASTERS. 





[THE ATTACK CAME FROM ABOVE — AND THE 
[TWO MEN WERE TAKEN BY SURPRISE. 


OUR LITTLE FRIENDS GOT RID OF 
THE GUARD AND OPENED THE 








AN HOUR LATER А SLEEK BLACK SHIP LEFT THE PLANET... . 


INTRUDERS! THE VESSEL DOES NOT. 
RESPOND TO COMMUNICATIONS AND 
REFUSES TO IDENTIFY HERSELF. 


AFFIRMATIVE! FULL BOOST AND 
LOCK WEAPONS ON TARGET. 
INFORM STARBASE AND TELL THEM 
WE'RE GOING IN. 


IN A TREMENDOUS SURGE OF POWER THE BLACK SHIP SPED OUT 
INTO DEEP SPACE, LEAVING JUST A TRAIL OF HOT EXHAUST GASES. 


IT'S GONE! THAT THING MUST 
HAVE ACCELERATED TO WARP- 
PLUS FIVE IN LESS TIME IT TAKES 
YOU TO BLINK AN EYE. ALERT ALL 
UNITS IN THIS SECTOR. NOT THAT 

^ IT'LL DO MUCH GOOD. 





CARTER AND DOLAN ARRIVED ON CEROS— 


'M SORRY — THIS IS Б 
ARESTRICTED AREA. ғ 


ær 


WE'RE HERE = vousTLL aan 


= = Y nsum 


ON BUSINESS. 





THIS IS MY CLEARANCE . . „IWANT TO 
SEE YOUR CHIEF OF PERSONNEL — 


'OKAY!I'LL LET HIM 
KNOW YOU'RE HERE. 








28 


А 


























TECHNICALLY SPEAKING WE 
ARE HERE ILLEGALLY. EERE 








UT AFRAID DOCTOR TAYLOR 
WAS KILLED IN AN ACCIDENT. 


ICAN'T TELL YOU. IN FACT WE'VE 
ONLY JUST HEARD ABOUT IT. 








TRUTH DETECTOR, ΗΕ 
THE BODY? та WAS LYING! 


SMELL, DOLAN. TAYLOR IS 
THE KEY — I'M SURE OF IT. 
AND RYKER'S CENTRAL. 
COMPUTERS CAN TELL US. 
WHAT HE WAS WORKING ON. 


I'M AFRAID NOT — IT WAS CREMATED. 
THE AUTOPSY REPORT WILL BE SENT 
TO YOUR INTELLIGENCE PEOPLE. 
THAT'S ALL THE INFORMATION I CAN 
GIVE YOU. 


GOING TO ASK 
FOR Å WARRANT 


F — TO SEARCH HIS ሬጨ| 
DATA BANKS! 





CARTER KNEW RYKER WOULD BLOCK ANY WARRANT, 
AND HE HAD ANOTHER WAY IN MIND... 


YOU CAN'T USE THE 
FEDERATION'S COMPUTER TO 
HACK INTO RYKER'S SYSTEM, SIR! 
IT'S ILLEGAL! ÅND IT'S. 
PROTECTED BY THE LATEST BUT I'M PART 
SECURITY CODE SCREEN. NO ONE COMPUTER! IT'LL BE JUST LIKE ἧς 
CAN BREAK IT. TALKING TO AN OLD FRIEND. 








UNKNOWN ΤΟ CARTER, ALL HIS MOVES WERE 
FAITHFULLY REPORTED. 


THE METAL EATING SPORE WHICH 
DEVOURED THE CARGO SHIP ON 
THE TEST RUN — IT IS STILL OUT “ТТ 
IN SPACE. AND SO 15 CARTER. WE «å 
WE HAD A VISIT MUST ARRANGE А MEETING 
FROM CARTER. BETWEEN THEM. 


HE IS A FORMIDABLE OPPONENT. 

SO WE MUST ARRANGE A LITTLE 

ACCIDENT. AND I HAVE JUST THE 
THING IN MIND . 


2 ღუღ-ღ- 
| ΓΔΠΑΤΑΓΑΓΑΓΟΓΛΓΑΤΑ \ 


АМАН COULD FORGET ALL HIS 
CARES OUT HERE. PEACE — 
PERFECT PEACE. JUST SPACE: 
HOPPING ROUND THE GALAXY. 
WHEN I RETIRE PERHAPS I'LL JUS 
DO THAT. 


SOUNDS ROMANTIC, 


JUST A HAVEN FROM 
ALL THIS LUNACY, 





OBJECT APPROACHING — SPEI 
SUBLIGHT-PLUS-FOUR. SENSORS ДИ 
INDICATE OBJECT IS A LIVING 
pg ORGANISM. 


CARTER TURNED THE SHIP TO MEET THE OBJECT, AND ACTIVATED THE PHOTON CANNON. - 


MI HAVE A VISUAL 


‘OKAY, DOLAN — LET IT COME INTO 
RANGE AND THEN START BLASTING! 





AN EXPLOSION OF LIGHT PIERCED THE 


DARKNESS OF SPACE AS THE PHOTON BOLT 
CONNECTED. 


TOTAL ANNIHILATION NOT 
ACHIEVED. OBJECT ABSORBED 
SOME OF THE ENERGY, LEAVING A 
ή CLOUD OF MINUTE RESIDUAL 
PARTICLES. 





WE DIDN'T KILL THAT THING — WE 
MERELY BROKE IT UP! GET YOUR 
SUIT ON WHILE I SEND A GENERAL 
DISTRESS CALL, WE MAY HAVE ТО 
GET OUT OF HERE PRETTY. 
QUICKLY! 





THEY PASSED THROUGH THE CLOUD OF PARTICLES — 
AND A FEW MINUTES LATER THE ALARM BEGAN TO 
SOUND. —l THIS MUST BE WHAT 


NDITION RED! ниц. “ა (HAPPENED TO THE "NORTH 
CONDITIO ВЕР, FAILING! CNEROUR 5 47 


(I 


CORRECT! WHATEVER ATE 
THEM IS NOW EATING US! 


HOW CAN I AVOID LOOKING 
ΑΤΙΤ2ΒΥ THE WAY, MY 
NAME IS CARTER, NOT SIR. 
A SIR IS А CREEP THAT SITS 
BEHIND A DESK. IN MY 
BOOK IT'S AN INSULT! 





THE DOOMED SHIP BLEW UP — 
B" BLOWING THAT THING APART PROBABLY 


YEAH — ONLY OUR SITUATION 
CAN'T EXACTLY BE DESCRIBED AS 
ROSY. WE'RE FLOATING IN SPACE. 
WITH ABOUT THREE HOURS OF AIR. 
MAYBE A LITTLE MORE, IF WE STOP. 
TALKING. 


τι 


IT WAS ΑΝ HOUR LATER THAT Å MESSAGE CAME 
THROUGH ON THEIR LONG RANGE RADIO. THE 
AREA WAS A BUSY TRADE ROUTE BETWEEN 
SOME NEIGHBOURING PLANETS AND A 
NUMBER OF SHIPS HAD PICKED UP THEIR 
DISTRESS CALL. 


SIT TIGHT, FEDERATION 225 
— WE'RE ON THE WAY! 


THEY'D BETTER — BECAUSE WE'RE 
IN BIG TROUBLE! THERE'S A 
METEORITE STORM APPROACHING? 





FROZEN ROCKS, SOME THE SIZE OF 
MOUNTAINS, HURTLED TOWARDS THEM АТ 2 


DODGE OUT OF THE WAY, 50 THEIR ONLY 
CHANCE WAS TO BREAK THEM UP. 
vg 


WE'LL NEVER OUTRUN 
IT, CARTER. THAT 
STORM MUST BE AT 
LEAST Ë 


KILOMETRES WIDE! 


1SEE MANDROIDS 

1 OF HUMOUR. ONLY. 
ONLY ONE THING FOR Y ና IUMOUR. 

П.СЕТ YOUR BLASTER Å YOU'LL PARDON ME 

OUT. WE'LL HAVE TO fj 3 IF I DON'T LAUGH. 

BLAST Å PATH 
THROUGH THOSE 
ROCKS! 


THE SWARM IS GETTING THICKER — 
WE MUST STILL BE NEAR THE 
CENTRE! 





THE ROCK CAUGHT CARTER A GLANCING BLOW, Bi 
TT WAS SUFFICIENT ΤΟ KNOCK HIM QUTI 





BUT А SHIP DID ARRIVE, WITH А MAGNETRON FORCE 
FIELD ROUND IT PUSHING THE METEORITES AWAY. 


DD 


Ў RELAX, OFFICERS! WE’ 
መጫ HAVE YOU ABOARD IN NO TIMI 
አመ 


THANKS! AND TO THINK I PASSED 
UP THE CHANGE OF А NICE SAFE 


SERVICE. AFTER THIS I MIGHT 
JUST REGONSIDER MY DECISION! 


ONCE ON THE SHIP — 


HOW D'YOU FEEL? Je 


Е... 


RYKER? WHAT MAKES YOU 
THINK HE'S BEHIND THIS? THAT 

^. «M. THING THAT ATTACKED US 
— COULD HAVE BEEN SOME FORM 

4 TAX OF ALIEN FROM ANOTHER. 


+ FA GALAX) 





COULD HAVE! BUT IF THERE IS A. 
COVER UP ON DOC TAYLOR'S: 
DEATH, THEN RYKER MUST HAVE 
AUTHORISED ІТ... AND I WANT 
TO KNOW WHY! 


AFTER REPORTING BACK TO HEADQUARTERS, CARTER 
PAID A VISIT TO THE FEDERATION CENTRAL DATA 
| CENTRE 


=7 THIS IS THE ONLY WEAK POINT IN 
ΤΗΕ SECURITY SYSTEM — AND РМ 
GOINGTO TAKE ADVANTAGE ОР 


YOU DO NOTHING! FM 
GOING TO HACK INTO THAT 
COMPUTER. THIS IS 
UNAUTHORISED — SO (11. 
DO IT ON MY OWN. NO 
POINT US BOTH GETTING 
KICKED OFF THE FORCE IF 
THINGS GO WRONG. 








[ONCE INSIDE THE Е BUILDING, CARTER MADE HIS WAY TO THE MAIN 
| COMPUTER ROO! 


NOW FOR THE DIFFICULT PART. ONE. 
MISTAKE AND I'LL END UP A HEAP 
OF CARBONISED ASHES ON THE 
FLOOR — READY FOR THE 
VACUBOT TO SWEEP ME სი! 








R INTENDED TO BYPASS ΤΗΕ INPUT CONSOLE AND HOOK HIMSELF DIRECTLY INTO THE COMPUTER. 





I AM А SERIES 807... ROUTINE 
RANDOM INFORMATION, 
TEST О! DOCTOR TAYLOR DATA 
LOGGED IN THE FEDERATION 
INTELLIGENCE NETWORK. 


AFFIRMATIVE ... 
СОММЕНСЕ SEARCH. 


ΤΗΕ ANTI-HACKING DEFENCE 
WAS PROGRAMMED TO 
DETECT UNAUTHORISED 
ENTRY, BUT CARTER HAD 
SERIES 807 PARTS AND THE 
COMPUTER TOOK HIM FOR 
ANOTHER COMPUTER. 


SYSTEMS CONNECTION. 
CLASSIFIED MATERIAL WILL 





А SURGE OF ENERGY PASSED THROUGH ΤΗΕ 
CABLE AND INTO CARTER'S BIONIC ARM! 
А > AAAAARRRRRRRRGGGGGGG! 





CARTER HASN'T MUCH 
CHANCE OF GETTING AWAY 
WITH HIS INFORMATION. MAYBE 

CAN HELP. 





INSIDE THE BUILDING, THE PULSE OF ENERGY 
TRANSFERRED DATA, IN PLASMA 

CODE, ТО THE ELECTRONIC CHIPS INSIDE 
CARTERS HEAD — THE RESULT OF SOME VERY 
TRICKY SURGERY TO IMPLANT SERIES 807 
MEMORY CELLS. 


DO YOU NEED ANY 


NEGATIVE! THANKS. 
FOR YOUR HELP. 


YOU'RE WELCOME! WE SERIES 
8075 HAVE TOSTICK TOGETHER. 

















BUT IN HIS GROGGY STATE, CARTER 
TRIGGERED ONE OF THE ALARMS. 











I HAVE ΝΟ CHOICE. THE 
ROOF AND THE 


CARTER USED HIS POWERFUL ARMS TO-SMASH 
THROUGH THE TOUGHENED PLASTI-GLASS WINDOW. ^ 
2 s 


РЈ 





HOW DID HE BREAK 
THROUGH THIS WINDOW? 


BY NOW THEY MUST HAVE ALERTED THE 
CITY POLIGE AND THE FEDERATION 
INVESTIGATION DIVISION! AND WHEN 
* THOSE BOYS ARRIVE I'M IN REAL 
TROUBLE — UNLESS I САМ GET CLEAR ОҒ 


THIS AREA FIRST. »_ 
DS 2 





AS SNOW BEGAN TO FALL HEAVILY, CARTER WAS. 
EASILY PICKED OUT BY A SEARCHLIGHT. 
BLA mute t 

Gå 


HALT — on YOU'RE 
LC Å DEAD MAN! 


'OH-OHI IT LOOKS LIKE THIS 
IS ABOUT AS FAR AS I GET! 


ል? THAT MOMENT.THE SECURITY GUARDS HEARD THE WHINE OF ። 
PLASMA TURBINE ENGINE. IT WAS A TERRANCAR HEADING 
TOWARDS THEM AT HIGH SPEED. 





THOUGHT YOU MIGHT VI 
NEED SOME HELP. DID Å 
È YOU GET WHAT YOU 
WANTED? Ду 


CONCEALED LAB ON CEROS. 

THAT'S WHERE DOG TAYLOR 

WORKED . .. ON SOMETHING 

CALLED PROJECT TERMINUS. 
= 





ΑΝ HOUR LATER, AT FEDERATION POLICE 
HEADQUARTERS . . . 
THE CAMERA TOOK A 
LONG RANGE 
PICTURE OF THE 


SO IT'S BACK ር 5 

TOCEROS! 7”. 3 INTRUDER — AND I 
е / HAD THE COMPUTER 
: ENHANCE IT. 





YES , .. AND WHEN ΤΗΕ 
ROUGH STUFF STARTS, 
DOLAN, DON'T GO LOOKING 
FOR AN EXIT TO COVER... - 


JUST BLAST AWAY. 


YOUR CHOICE! GO BY THE BOOK 
Е OR FINISH THIS 


COMPUTER REPORTING. MESSAGE 

FROM POLICE CHIEF TO SENIOR AND DETAIN Mi 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER. = Joi 

CARTER. YOU WILL REPORT TO É > 

HEADQUARTERS IMMEDIATELY. 





INVESTIGATOR DOLAN IS 
080686010 DETAIN CARTER. 





RYKER HAD BEEN MONITORING POLICE FREQUENI 
АКО IT DIDN'T TAKE HIM LONG TO FIND OUT WHAT HAD| 
HAPPENED. 


SO CARTER IS PAYING 
US ANOTHER Visit, 


2 ag 
5 
HE WONTT GET THROUGH 


- 
ж 
8 CONTACTS BEARING 390! 
VISUAL DISPLAY ON SCANNER. 


FIGHTERS — AF ONLY Y THEY'RE NOT 
THE STANDARD Μι IV CRAFT. 





‘YEAH, EXCEPT THAT I'VE JUST 
PICKED UP ANOTHER THREE 
COMING UP BEHIND. RYKER'S 
GOT A WHOLE SQUADRON OUT 
HERE — AND OUR PROSPECTS 

OOK PRETTY BLEAK! 





RYKER WAS FOLLOWING EVERY MOVE. 


‘CLOSING IN ON TARGET! WE 
HAVE THEM BOXED IN REAL 
TIGHT! 


ምም HA! HA! HAITHIS TIME 
CARTER WON'T GET AWAY! 


ES 


те: 


Ν THE FEDERATION'S RULE 
OVER ΤΗΕ GALAXY WILL END! 


THEN A NEW MASTER WILL 
EMERGE — RYKER INDUSTRIES! 
ALL SCIENCE AND. 
TECHNOLOGY WILL BE UNDER. 
MY CONTROL. AND THOSE WHO. 
RESIST WILL BE DESTROYED! 


) 
Å 


МЕМЕ LOST THEM, MR RYKER! 
ЕХ BLASTED TWO OF OUR 


тн! 
FIGHTERS AND 


WENT INTO WARP- 


DRIVE. BY THE TIME WE FOLLOWED 
'D GONE! 


THEY'I 





BUT DOLAN KNEW WHAT HE WAS DOING 一 


THAT WAS MORE FUN THAN 
SHOOTING AT METEORITES. 


ONLY METEORITES DON'T SHOOT ВАС! 


K, 
DOLAN. THAT LAST HIT ALMOST VAPORISED 
OUR HULL AND WE'RE NOT | MEANT 


PHERE AT WARP DI 


BUT ል CRASH LANDH 
[ን MASA SUASA MARGINALLY HIGHER 


RATE THAN A SUICIDE ): 
აღ 21 DOGFIGHT. 


YEAH, WELL, JUST GET US DOWN IN 
ლ ONE PIECE! у 





ზს! THEIR PROBLEMS WEREN'T OVER — IN FACT THEY 
WERE JUST STARTING. SPACE PILOTS HAD AVOIDED 
(CEROS LIKE THE PLAGUE... — 


+ 


변조 ia 


ATTENTION! DUST STORI 
(| APPROACHING, SPEED ESTIMATED 
y იე. 3 








“а κά. у 
2° Ф 


£2 


BETTER GAIN SOME ALTITUDE! AND 
> V MAKEIT FASTI г. 





WHICH WOULD OCCUR WHEN ΤΗΕ MAIN CRAFT 
HIT THE GROUND. 


ሕብ 


M 
IT WAS SHEER LUCK, THAT'S ALLI 
AND NOW THEY'VE CRASHED IN А 


SAND STORM. THAT SHOULD HAVE À 


FINISHED THEM. 





(нон DARE YOU TALK 
TO ME LIKE THAT! 


7 ON THE PART | Ory YOUR MEN — AND 
YOU! THE NEW RULER OF THE: 
ως AND YOU CAN'T EVEN STOP TW 


I CREATED YOU. 


> AAAGGGHHH! 


“ሠ AND YOU USED DOCTOR 
TAYLOR'S BRAINS TO DO IT! 
YOU'RE A USER, RYKER, GAINING 
POWER ON THE BACKS OF ჯრ 
OTHERS. Ë 





RYKER SUDDENLY REALISED THAT ΗΕ WAS NO LONGER IN CONTROL 


DESTROY THEM! 


YOU WILL SEND OUT ል UNDERSTOOD! 
SEARCH PARTY TO FIND 
pp ሽም UNDERSTOOD! ) 
SURVIVORS YOU WILL 720 
რ 


А GENETIC MUTATION WAS IN CONTROL, Å GIANT Š 
BACTERIA WITH THE POWER ΟΕ INTELLIGENT THOUGHT. 
ONE OF RYKER'S PROBES INTO DEEP SPACE HAD : 
DISCOVERED А FEW SPARES ОН ΑΝ ALIEN PLANET. 
DOCTOR TAYLOR HAD DEVELOPED THE BACTERIA AND 
FOUND IT POSSESSED SPECIAL PROPERTIES. BUT THEN 
RYKER HAD DECIDED TO USE THEM FOR HIS OWN EVIL 


WOT TOO FAR AWAY — LUCKY WE HAD OUR SUITS 0! 
ER ОН WE'D HAVE SUFFOCATED 
ሆም Q NOT THAT IT 
MATTERS. 


DON'T TELL 
ME YOU'RE 





WE'VE JUST LOST OUR SHIP AND 
NOW YOU'RE GOING TO SUGGEST 
WE BREAK INTO THAT LAB AND. 
ARREST RYKER. ” 


YOU'RE NOT JUST CRAZY — 
YOU'RE A RAVING LUNATIC! 


JUST THEN... 


DUST! THEY MUST HAVE 
TRACKED US ON ENTRY — AND 
NOW THEY'RE COMING TO PICK ሪ 





WHEN THE PATROL CRAFT ARRIVED — ~~, 


5 JUST THEIR BODIES. THEY COULD 
SIGN OF Å HAVE BEEN BLOWN OUT WHEN THE 
ANY WRECKAGE. SHIP WENT UP — WHO CARES? 
LET'S GET THEM ABOARD. 


DROP YOUR WEAPONS, 
ሥ( GENTLEMEN! AT THIS RANGE EVEN 
A SHORT-SIGHTED SWAMP RAT 
COULDN'T MISS! 





^ SCREEN. AND THAT'S WHEN 
THE FUN REALLY STARTS! 
HOW MANY MEN DOES RYKER 
HAVE OUT HERE, 


A ра. 
TASSE HER t PRA D 


SECURITY VEHICLE  - ኮሜ 
APPROACHING. SENSORS μή 
INDICATE ONLY TWO MEN 

ABOARD. 





THE CREATURE GUESSED SOMETHING WAS WRONG AND 
MOMENTS LATER CARTER AND DOLAN JUMPED FROM 


እ የማ 


d 2 Р ἤ ዶ 
ΤΗΕ ONBOARD COMPUTER HAD DETECTED ለ PHOTON CANNON IN ` 
THE LAB COMPLEX THAT WAS ABOUT TO OPEN FIRE ON THEM! ` 


AS THE VEHICLE EXPLODED THE BLAST WAVE KNOCKED THEM DOWN. - 
ος და ` 27 
-- 





WE GET INSIDE THE BUILDING AND 
ΚΝΟΟΚ OUT THE MAIN COMPUTER! 


= М 

I SEE THEM! А COUPLE OF MARK 

EIGHT MECHA-GUARDS! FAST, 4 
ACCURATE AND DEADLY! 


„= 


% 


“መንጋ 





ΤΗΕ FIRST TWO ROBOTS WERE EASY — BUT THEN THEY 
HAD BEEN PARTIALLY CONFUSED BY THE SMOKE FROM 
ΤΗΕ EXPLOSION. 


THEM TO USI 
PHOTON CANNON — SO <] 
ALL WE HA 
WORRY ABOUT ARE ΛΝ. 


GREAT! FOR А MOMENT I 
THOUGHT WE MIGHT BE IN 
TROUBLE, SIR! 


Van 


MORE OF THE MECHA-GUARDS ARRIVED. PRODUCTS OF RYKER INDUSTRIES, THEY 
WERE BUILT AND PROGRAMMED FOR ONE PURPOSE — TO KILL! 





BEEN TOO SOFT! NOW 
RYKER'S GOING TO FIND QUT WHAT 


A MANDROID CAN REALLY po! 


2 = s Gå 
% / THE ROBOTS WERE FAST — BUT NOT AS FAST AS CARTERI 
HE HAD SUMMONED ALL HIS STRENGTH AND SKILL, 
1 ENHANCED BY HIS BIOGENETIC LIMBS. HERE WAS THE 
Ij! ULTIMATE FIGHTING MACHINE — PART ANDROID, PART 
ΜΑΝ... 





CARTER BLASTED HIS WAY INTO THE 
BUILDING. HE HAD SEEN DOLAN FALL, AND НЕ. 
REMEMBERED THE OTHER INNOCENT VICTIMS. 
NOW HE WAS DRIVEN BY A BURNING DESIRE 
FOR REVENGE. 


HEAR ME, RYKER! 'M COMING 
TO GET YOU! AND THERE'S. 
NOWHERE LEFT FOR YOU TO 


YOUR DOCTORS REBUILT HIM А! 


\ THE ACCIDENT — REMEMBER? HE'S А 
PRODUCT OF YOUR GREAT 
TECHNOLOGY! IRONIC HE SHOULD BE 


HE ONE WHO BRINGS RYKER 
INDUSTRIES TO ITS KNEESL 
2922222225 


'HE'S IN THE MAIN LABORATORY! AND 
HE'S KILLING MY FELLOW CREATURES, 
WHO ARE STILL IN THEIR GROWTH 
CHAMBERS! NO .. . THIS CANNOT. 
HAPPEN! NOT WHEN WE WERE SO CLOSE! 





WHEN CARTER REACHED ΤΗΕ CONTROL ROOM HE 
FOUND RYKER SLUMPED IN А CHAIR, А BROKEN 
MAN. BUT THE DANGER WAS FAR FROM OVER... 


OF THE IONS WHICH WOULD 
HAVE SPA! WNED, ‘ONLY I SURVIVE! 
AND ONCE I HAVE ESCAPED ავათ. 


EVEN YOU CAN BE WRONG, SIR — 
Т CONFESS 1 FEEL 
ынк INEEDA. 





THE COMPLEX HAD А CLINIC AND А MEDI-DROID PATCHED DOLAN UP. EVEN 50 IT WAS ALMOST А 
MONTH BEFORE HE WAS FIT TO RETURN TO DUTY AND AN INVESTIGATION. 


THREE "SIRS" IN ONE 
SENTENCE, DOLAN. MAYBE 
THERE'S HOPE FOR YOU YET. 
I DID WHAT I THOUGHT WAS RIGHT, 
SIR. I HAVE NO REGRETS SIR, 
AND, WE COMPLETED OUR CASE, 


Ж 
på 
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